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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
A1 880 26.3 9.4 45 58.5 56
A2 612 24.2 10.1 45 53.7 39
A3 318 24.2 9.5 45 53.7 20.2
A4 496 25.8 10.1 45 57.4 31.6
B1 82 28.7 10.5 45 63.7 5.2
B2 227 28.1 8.9 45 62.4 14.4
B3 237 26.3 8.8 45 58.5 15.1
B4 209 27.9 8.8 45 62.1 13.3
C1 17 31.8 5.5 45 70.7 1.1
C2 16 26.5 9.6 45 58.9 1
C3 25 25.2 6.9 45 56.1 1.6
C4 11 20.6 10.3 45 45.9 0.7
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Section A: Introduction to Buddhism 

1. (a)	 Examine the social and religious background of the Buddha. [30]

(b)	 ‘There was nothing new in the teaching of the Buddha.’
Assess this view.	 [15]

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.











Sticky Note
Importance of dharma noted.

Sticky Note
Effective opening paragraph which gives a concise background to the period.



Sticky Note
A mature response which gives a rounded account of the period in which the Buddha was born. The historical, religious and social aspects are referred to with good understanding of their significance. However some aspects could have been developed 
further. The answer is borderline 6/5

Sticky Note
Good understanding of the caste system.



Sticky Note
Points made are valid but not developed fully.

Sticky Note
Some misunderstanding here since the Buddha taught everyone to be a lamp unto themselves.



Sticky Note
Second part of the answer is stronger. Points made are valid and developed with an explanation given of how the Buddha changed or adapted the original teaching. The candidate has good knowledge and understanding both of 'Hindu' teachings and the teachings of the Buddha. The answer on the whole deserves L6.
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Section A: Introduction to Buddhism 

2. (a)	 Explain what the Buddha taught about the causes of suffering.	 [30]

(b)	 Assess the view that the teaching about the three marks of existence is the most important
teaching in Buddhism.	 [15]

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.







Sticky Note
Answer does not really focus on the question, i.e. the causes of suffering, but gives a description of different types of suffering. There is an attempt in the second paragraph to associate suffering with anicca but it is very brief and undeveloped. Answer deserves no more than L2



pearca
Sticky Note
There is very minimal engagement with the question. Some understanding is shown, but points of view are not fully developed or argued for. 
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Section A: Introduction to Buddhism 

3. (a)	 Examine the role of the monastic sangha in Buddhism. [30]

(b)	 Assess the view that Buddhism does not need the sangha. [15]
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Sticky Note
Answer tends to be too descriptive rather than focusing on the role of the sangha.

Sticky Note
The introduction is not really relevant to the question.



Sticky Note
This is a very weak answer which focuses on one developed point i.e. the importance of the sangha to safeguard teachings. It deserves no more than L2.

Sticky Note
The candidate has not really focused on the question which asks for the role of the monastic sangha. There are some valid references to the role but they are few and far between. The answer describes some of the main features of the sangha. It deserves no more than the top of L3.
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Section A: Introduction to Buddhism 

4. (a)	 Examine the main features of puja in Buddhism. [30]

(b)	 ‘Buddhists worship the Buddha.’
Assess this view with reference to Buddhism.	 [15]
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Awen
Sticky Note
Candidate has succeeded in describing the custom and explaining its religious importance.

Awen
Sticky Note
Opening paragraph clearly explains the meaning and purpose of puja to Buddhists.



Awen
Sticky Note
Candidate has very good knowledge of various aspects within puja in Buddhism and very good understanding of their religious significance.



Awen
Sticky Note
A number of valid points clearly presented.



Awen
Sticky Note
A well balanced answer. Valid points are given from different viewpoints, supported by reasoning and evidence leading to a balanced conclusion. Answer deserves L6.

Awen
Sticky Note
This is an excellent answer examining in detail the different aspects within puja, giving detailed knowledge and showing thorough understanding. The answer deserves L7.
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Section B: Introduction to Hinduism 

1. (a)	 Examine the diversity of beliefs about the divine to be found within Hinduism. [30]

(b)	 Discuss to what extent Hinduism is a monotheistic religion. [15]
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Sticky Note
A valid point which is not developed fully. Example given is very limited.



Sticky Note
A very basic answer. Candidate obviously has some knowledge and understanding about beliefs about the divine in Hinduism but does not develop the points made. Also the examples are lacking in depth. Answer deserves no more than L2.

Sticky Note
The point is valid but has not been  developed.



Sticky Note
Different viewpoints considered.

Sticky Note
Two valid points made.



Sticky Note
Candidate has made valid points which are supported by evidence. However, it is not a balanced answer as the answer focuses mainly on proving that Hinduism is a monotheistic religion. It deserves top of  L4. 
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Section B: Introduction to Hinduism 

2. (a)	 Explain one key rite of passage in Hinduism. [30]

(b)	 ‘Rites of passage are still relevant in today’s world.’
Assess this view with reference to Hinduism.	 [15]
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Sticky Note
The first three paragraphs are not really relevant to the question.



Sticky Note
A weak answer which does not focus on the question and shows very little knowledge and understanding of marriage as a rite of passage. Answer deserves no more than L2.

Sticky Note
This paragraph not really focusing on the question.

Sticky Note
Knowledge and understanding of the rite of marriage in Hinduism is very limited.



Sticky Note
Valid point made, developed and supported.



Sticky Note
This is much better than part (a). The candidate is focusing on the question and makes a number of well developed valid points. Different viewpoints are also considered and examined. The answer deserves top of L5.
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GCE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 


RS1/2 - AN INTRODUCTION TO EASTERN RELIGIONS 
 


Mark Scheme - Summer 2014 
 
 


SECTION A: INTRODUCTION TO BUDDHISM. 
 


Q.1 (a) Examine the social and religious background of the Buddha. [A01 30] 
 


  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points will be credited 


 


  Candidates could interpret the question in two ways. Either interpretation or a 
mixture of both can achieve full marks: 


 


  Examination of the events in his life which led to his enlightenment: 


 The Birth Stories - which show his importance and the prophecy 
concerning his future. 


 The Four Sights - which ultimately led him to the three marks of existence 


 The Renunciation - realising that life in the palace was an illusion; his 
commitment to the quest for enlightenment. 


 The Ascetic Lifestyle - the rejection of extremes. 


 The Enlightenment - seeing the nature of life. 
 


  Examination of the background he was brought up in. 


 Vedic religion. 


 Period of different religious teaching competing with each other. 


 Some established teachings. 


 The soul as being eternal. 


 Reincarnation. 


 Class and caste system. 


 Duty. 


 Renunciation. 
 


 (b) ‘There was nothing new in the teaching of the Buddha.’ 
  Assess this view. [A02 15] 
 


  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points will be credited 


 


  For: 


 He merely adapted some beliefs. 


 Teaching of the Buddha includes key belief of Brahminism - karma and 
rebecoming. 


 Existence of gods. 


 Yogic practices; value of spiritual insight. 
 


  Against: 


 He had new ideas which were different from religion of his age on self; 
caste. 


 Equality. 


 Racial purity; sacrifice; extreme austerities etc. 
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Q.2 (a) Explain what the Buddha taught about the causes of suffering. [A01 30] 
 
   Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited 
 


 Expect candidates to refer to the three marks of existence and how they 
are diagnosis of the human condition, of which causes suffering. 


 Dukkha - caused by craving. 


 Anicca - Impermanence - everything in a constant state of flux; cause and 
effect; nothing lasts forever. 


 Anatta - no permanent self - nothing about the self which is fixed or 
permanent. 


 The four noble truths – reference to the first two. 
 
  Candidates could also refer to the Tibetan Wheel of Life and the three fires at 


the hub of the wheel - ignorance, craving and aggression. 
 
 (b) ‘The teaching about the three marks of existence is the most important 


teaching in Buddhism.’ 
  Assess the view. [A02 15] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited 
 
  For: 


 It is a teaching that deals with life as a whole - a diagnosis of what is 
wrong with life and what needs to be done. It is therefore the most 
important since it can be argued that all other teachings derive from it. 


 Enlightenment depends on understanding the human condition. The 
teaching is the key and since enlightenment is the goal of every Buddhist 
it can be argued that it is the most important teaching. 


 It is a basis for all other Buddhist teachings. 


 It inspires Buddhists without the knowledge that there is a cure / answer to 
suffering and therefore is the most important teaching because it focuses 
on finding the answer. 


 
  Against: 
  There are many important teachings and practices in Buddhism which are 


needed to support the teachings on the three marks of existence: 


 The three jewels. 


 Teaching on karma and rebirth. 


 Meditation. 


 Puja. 
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Q.3 (a) Examine the role of the monastic Sangha in Buddhism. [A01 30] 
 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited 
 


 The Sangha as one of the three jewels. 


 The historical role in safeguarding the Dhamma. 


 Offering a lifestyle to keep attachments to a minimum. 


 The Vihara as a community centre. 


 Members of the Sangha as teachers in community schools. 


 The Sangha giving lay Buddhists guidance and a chance to create good 
kamma. 


 Members of the Sangha leading the worship and teaching the Dhamma. 


 The difference in role in the Therevada and Mahayana traditions. 
 
 (b) ‘Buddhism does not need the Sangha’ 
  Assess the view. [A02 15] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited 
 
  For: 


 Buddhism is a personal religion - it is a personal quest and journey to 
enlightenment; the Buddha said ‘be a lamp to yourself.’ 


 There are many traditions, especially in Mahayana Buddhism, of lay 
people attaining enlightenment. 


 
  Against: 


 The Sangha provides a refuge from attachment to material possessions, 
concerns and joys and provides an atmosphere where gaining 
enlightenment is the main focus; it gives freedom from sexual desire 
which is considered one of the most powerful of the selfish cravings tying 
you down to samsara. 


 Sangha provides a community which support each other towards the 
same aim. 


 Sangha gives time for meditation and for developing the practice. 


 Gives lay Buddhists a chance to amass punya. 
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Q.4 (a) Examine the main features of Puja in Buddhism [A01 30] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited 
 
  Expect candidates to refer to Puja not as worship but as a way of showing 


respect. 
 
  Features could include: 


 Prostration, three times repetition of going for refuge in the three jewels. 


 Temple and home shrines - Buddha statues. 


 Symbolism of hand movements. 


 Use of incense to symbolise the Dharma disseminating to all corners of 
the world. 


 Use of flowers symbolising the fragility of life and candles symbolising the 
overcoming of the darkness of ignorance. 


 Offering of food on Poya days. 
 
 (b) ‘Buddhists worship the Buddha’ 
  Assess this view. [A02 15] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited 
 
  For: 


 The concept of the bodhisattva include many features of worship. 


 Many of the practices of Puja show features of worship. 


 Buddhists commit their lives to be Buddha - like, which is worship. 
 
  Against 


 Buddhist show commitment and respect to the Buddha but do not worship 
him. 


 It reminds the Buddhist of the Buddha’s teaching and of his quest in life. 


 The Buddha was not a god and every Buddhist has to be a lamp unto 
himself. 


 In Puja the Buddhist is not seeking help from the Buddha - it is not 
seeking a relationship with a supernatural being. 
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SECTION B: INTRODUCTION TO HINDUISM. 
 
Q.1 (a) Examine the diversity of beliefs about the divine to be found within 


Hinduism. [A01 30] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited 
 


 Expect candidates to refer to monotheism - the belief in one single 
universal God who has personal qualities eg Vishnu in Vaishnavism and 
Shiva in Shaivism. 


 Monism - the belief that everything is made up of one essential essence - 
atman. God is impersonal, without qualities - Brahman. 


 Henotheism - devotion to a single god while accepting the existence of 
other gods. 


 Polytheism - the belief in or worship of many gods or divinities. 
 
 (b) ‘Discuss to what extent Hinduism is a monotheistic religion.’ 
  Assess this view. [A02 15] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited 
 
  For: 


 Hindus believe God is in all things. 


 All gods in Hinduism are ultimately manifestations of Brahman. 


 Worship of any god in Hinduism is really worship of Brahman. 
 
  Against: 


 There are hundreds of different gods in Hinduism. 


 Many Hindus are devoted to different gods. 


 Vaishnavites and Shaivites do not worship the same god. 


 Hindus do not worship Brahman, but the different gods which are his 
representatives. 


 Many have different household gods. 
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Q.2 (a) Explain one key rite of passage in Hinduism. [A01 30] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited 
 
  Expect candidates to refer to any relevant rite of passage such as Sacred 


Thread Ceremony or Marriage. 
 
  Sacred Thread Ceremony: 


 It being the most important of the first ten samskars. 


 It being a ritual for the three upper varnas only but in practice for the 
upper varna only or those born to rich families. 


 It signifies that a boy is twice-born. 


 It signifies the receiving of a personal mantra. 


 It reminds the boy of three duties during his life - duty to God, duty to 
parents and duty to his guru. 


 The fact that a boy after receiving the sacred thread is expected to pray 
three times a day, to perform puja and to read, study and learn. 


 
  Marriage: 


 Religious duty for upper varnas. 


 Importance of family life. 


 Explanation of main features - welcoming the groom, sacred fire, seven 
steps, northern star. 


 
 (b) ‘Rites of passage are still relevant in today’s world.’ 
  Assess this view with reference to Hinduism. [A02 15] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited 
 
  For: 


 Expressions of identity. 


 Psychologically helpful markers on the journey of life. 


 Give structure to life. 


 Modern life is changeable and confusing and rites of passage are 
important and helpful. 


 
  Against: 


 Modern life does not conform to the traditional structure and therefore no 
place for rites of passage. 


 Diminishing value attributed to them in today’s society. 


 Diminishing influence of religion in India’s increasingly urban and 
fragmented society  


 Diminishing influence of religion in British society. 
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